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camps were made, and it is a loss to mountain-science that the altitudes of these could not have been determined with greater exactness.
Estimates of altitude, like those of other things, are unreliable, approaching the reality by a longer or shorter distance according to the ability and experience of those making them, but in no case should they be made the basis of exact scientific deductions. In order to place mountaineering on a scientific basis, the necessity of the measurement of altitudes reached by one of the methods recognised as fairly reliable is evident, since such measurement alone defines with approximate exactness, irrespective of guessing on the part of any one, the height at which observed altitude-phenomena may occur, and without it observations lose an important part of their value. We mention this subject thus at length on account of the practical importance attaching to the connection of certain observations on altitude-effects, which will be presented in the following chapter, with high, camps, the altitudes of which were measured by most careful readings in accordance with a well-recognised method*
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